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devotee of Italian nationalism and a would-be forerunner not so much
of Metternich as of Mazzini). The simple community-worship which
was the essence of Machiavellianism could not break through the
hampering disguise of a sophisticated mison d'etat until the dynastic
political dispensation of the early modern age of Western history
had been swept away by the American and the French Revolution
and their belated sequels in Central and Eastern Em-ope. In these
circumstances, during these four centuries, the Western World
presented the extraordinary spectacle of two incompatible religions
existing side by side without the fact of their incompatibility being
acknowledged or even widely recognized, and therefore without any
forcing of the issue between them.1 It is obvious, however, that such
a state of affairs was in its very nature transitory.
Sooner or later, the Western World was bound to recover its
religious integrity by the elimination of one of the two incompatible
religions or the other; and it was also apparent that, under the
existing compromise, Time was working in favour of the religion that
was being practised without being professed, and to the undoing of
the religion that was being professed without being practised. Had
the early modern dynastic dispensation continued tmdisturbed for
another century or so, or had it passed over into the subsequent
nationalistic dispensation without any revolutionary upheaval, it
seems probable that the neo-pagan worship of parochial communities
would eventually have ousted Christianity completely, as the de
facto religion of the Western peoples, without any conscious religious
crisis or even any sensational change of external forms and formalities.
This insidious process of ' peaceful penetration * was cut short by the
revolutionary substitution of national states for dynastic states in a
series of convulsions which racked the Western World from a.d. 1775
to a.d. 1918. The cumulative effect was to depose, from their former
pedestals, the uninspiring figures of a George III Guelf or a Louis XV
Bourbon or a Francis Joseph Hapsburg or a William II Hohenzollern,
and to replace them by the effulgent images of 'America', 'France',
'Germany', 'England',eItaly'. These direct incarnations of national
communities were idols of the same splendour as an Athena Polyuchus,
or a Dea Roma; and their erection immediately inflamed the neo-
pagan community-worship in the modern Western World to an
ardour of devotion which neither was, nor could be, evoked so long
1 Compare the relation between Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism in
China since the Dark Ages, or the relation between Shintoism and Buddhism in
Japan since the Japanese Revolution of a.d. 1868—or, indeed, since the official
'reception' of Buddhism in Japan in the sixth century of the Christian Era.

